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Marketing the move to a poor neighbourhood, 
researching consumer oriented design strategies in a Dutch urban 

renewal project 
 

Eva BOSCH 
OTB Research institute of the Built Environment, TU Delft 

P.O. Box 5015, 2600 GA Delft, The Netherlands 
e-mail: e.m.bosch@tudelft.nl 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Urban renewal in Dutch deprived neighbourhoods often consists of demolishing cheaper 
rental dwellings to build more expensive dwellings for sale. This fits the planning consensus 
that poor neighbourhoods should become socio-economically mixed areas, which has become 
central to Dutch urban renewal policy. However, due to the gradual diminution of the post 
war housing shortage the demand for more expensive dwellings in unpopular neighbourhoods 
has dwindled. In the last decade some developers and housing corporations have tried to 
tackle this by using consumer oriented design processes to increase the attractiveness of their 
product: the dwelling and its physical and social environment. This paper presents a case 
study of Le Medi, a recently constructed middle class semi-gated community in a poor 
Rotterdam neighbourhood. Its developers used the strategies of ‘branding’ and ‘lifestyle 
profiling’ in order to create a neighbourhood that appeals to a segment of higher income 
households with a certain lifestyle, which they describe in psycho-social terms. Their aim was 
to attract higher income households that ‘value the diversity and liveliness’ of the poor 
neighbourhood. We investigate the influence of ‘branding’ and ‘lifestyle profiling’ on the 
process of developing Le Medi through interviews with professionals involved. We combine 
the methods of a survey and in-depth-interviews with current residents to gain insight in the 
relations between ‘brand’ and lifestyle profile and the residents’ decision to buy and their 
residential satisfaction. For many of them Le Medi’s distinctive image, secluded spatial lay-
out and a sense of community ‘light’ seem to be able to counterbalance the negative aspects 
of the wider neighbourhood, while enabling them to some extent to appreciate its assets. We 
use a mixed method research design to investigate how sense of community and place 
attachment are anticipated in new development strategies in urban renewal and how these 
notions are realized in residents’ perceptions. 
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Another way of dwelling: the portuguese experience on 

cooperative economic housing 
Architecture, space and lifetime experiences 

 
Marta CRUZ 

Rua do Gólgota, 215, 4150-755 Porto, Portugal 
e-mail: mcruz@arq.up.pt 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Unlike the regular collective housing buildings and the social housing production, we can 
presently say that the portuguese housing economic cooperatives (CHE) built in the seventies 
and in the eighties were able to structure urban territories as well as to promote a spatial and 
social diversity by the means of the architectural project. 
In this article/presentation we would like to explore this circumstance as a starting point to a 
wider reflexion about the importance of architectural design as an instrument of programmatic 
and social mixed urban spaces.  
In Portugal, the cooperative economic housing sector was largely invested both by architects 
and the populations in order to counterweight the private housing market (inaccessible for a 
wide range of families) as well the distant and insufficient public offer (incapable of 
providing more than a quantitative response to the housing problem). Being sure that the 
processes by witch these cooperative houses were conceived and built are a key to understand 
both the value of a moderate participation of the futures inhabitants and the importance of an 
early comprehension of populations' specific needs and preferences, we would like here to 
focus mostly on the richness of the architectural project as a vehicle and a condenser. 
The approach is based on case studies that allow the confrontation of the architectural device 
and the user experience. This being said, our approach fits under the socio-ethno-architectural 
methodology and the post-occupancy evaluation in order to nurture an architectural reasoning 
on the potentialities of space as a significant frame of possibilities for families. 
Typological diversity and the importance of a spare room are some of the topics that structure 
the referred architectural reasoning anchoring on concepts such as inhabitant competence 
(Raymond, 1966), diversity/complexity of needs (Chombart de Lauwe, 1967), use (Pinson, 
1993) and device (Eleb, Debarre, 1984). 
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Group together in order to design and manage housing: towards 
an evolution of housing lifestyle? 

 
Camille DEVAUX 

26 avenue Daumesnil, 75012 Paris, France 
e-mail: camilledevaux@aol.fr 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Since the beginning of 2000’s, a series of citizen initiatives, largely unknown by the general 
public, has appeared on the Internet and especially websites linked with sustainable 
development and alternative practices. Those who manage these initiatives outline their 
motivations to “live differently”. For this purpose future residents group together to design 
and manage a residential block, within they would have their own flat and share spaces 
(common room, laundry room, workshop…). Some authors call it “cohousing” (in French 
“habitat participatif”), to highlight the fact that people are not only customers but really 
involved in houses’ conception. 
These projects, launched foremost by committed citizen groups begin to reach a larger 
audience. The actors of the housing production (social landlords, elective representatives, 
local authorities) are more and more seduced.  
By criticizing the current housing production model, often said to be individualistic, not 
friendly, even enhancing segregation, are those initiatives bearing witness to changes in 
housing lifestyle? Or are they only assertions shared by few inhabitants? 
The more important credos of the movement, “inhabit is not only occupying an 
accommodation”, means that for the groups of people concerned, it is crucial to entertain 
relationships with their neighbours and not rate them as strangers. That’s why shared spaces 
are so important.  
This could even symbolize an evolution of housing practices. However, these projects have to 
go beyond intentions and experimentations. 
 
Based on extensive researches in several initiatives, we wish to put a series of questions 
forward: what are inhabitants’ values and motivations?  Can we say that they bring a new 
dynamic in housing lifestyle? And if so, how do they query housing conditions and housing 
policies?  
The fact that a support to those initiatives can be found in town planning documents is a first 
clue to which we will pay attention. 
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The Minimum Cell as a House: ideas and forms 
in social housing in search of a home 

 
Pedro FONSECA JORGE 

Avenida da Igreja n.º 32, 1º andar, 2475-100 Benedita, Portugal 
e-mail: egrojordep@gmail.com 

 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Throughout the last century efforts have been made in order to correspond to a high demand 
of housing in Europe. From the high density of the traditional city, the consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution or the hardships of war(s), social housing has been a laboratory of 
experiences that include living space, shape, volume and urban solutions. The obtained results 
navigate through traditional answers to the most radical experiments, but al search for the 
same thing: a sense of belonging sustained in the idea of the ‘house’ in its various 
demonstrations, such as shape, association, internal space and ways of use. 
 
The present analysis tries to search within the twentieth century this ‘house’ in various social 
or subsidize experiences, according to its various restrictions, of cost and effectiveness, for 
example. From the single houses of a garden city to the cells of Le Corbusier’s Unités 
d’Habitation, each present an interpretation of the traditional house in its shape and use, in a 
more or less obvious manner. 
 
We will take in to account different perspectives in the formalization and use of the housing 
cell, starting with the inner spatial solutions used in various case-studies, from the point of 
view of the dweller (according to its traditions ‘versus’ their idealized house) and the architect 
(who tries to substitute tradition for efficiency, or uses tradition as a base for modernity). 
After that we will approach the house as a shape or single unit, and the way that its idea was 
formalized as single houses or the vertical sum of individual units, always taking into account 
their ideological and political backgrounds. 
 

   
use/misuse tradition/modernity background/aspirations 
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Emerging housing lifestyles: the cohousing model in the Italian 
and French contexts 

 
Annalisa IORIO 

e-mail: annalisa.iorio@hotmail.it 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
This paper aims to deal with the concept of cohousing, a phenomenon that is the focus of a 
comparative observation carried out in Italy and France in the context of a PhD research in Social 
Anthropology. 
The cohousing model started in Denmark in the late 1960s and afterward successfully spread to many 
European and North American countries, thus proving the capacity to fit a wide range of cultural and 
political contexts. 
Above all, this housing typology aims to combine the autonomy of private dwellings with the 
advantages of shared facilities and spaces (e.g. dining-hall, children’s playrooms, workshops, guest 
rooms and laundry facilities). The choice of joining a collective residential project is generally 
grounded on social, economic and environmental reasons. 
In fact, by requiring the inhabitants’ active participation throughout the whole process (planning, 
design and management of the community) and having been, during  the last decade, significantly 
informed by ecological concerns, cohousing might be seen as a response to the current issues of urban 
sprawl, energy saving, civic disengagement and the crisis of social cohesion.  
Relying on the observations led in the Italian and French contexts and taking into account the 
inhabitants’ point of view, we’ll try to tackle some major issues: why is this phenomenon spreading 
today? Which kinds of actors are involved? What values, meanings and practices are conveyed?  
It is then relevant to wonder if this way of living and inhabiting might stand as a “new” housing 
option, capable of fostering and spreading the values and the practices of ecology and solidarity. 
Moreover, how could these participative practices transform the relations between citizens, 
institutions, and housing professionals?  
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The suburbanites in crisis: adaptive processes in domestic 
economy and neighbourhood tensions 

 
Anne LAMBERT 

Ecole normale supérieure, Bâtiment B - 2ème étage, 48 boulevard Jourdan, 75014 Paris, France 
e-mail: anne.lambert@ens.fr 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
The combined effects of the desire for moving out of damaged social housing, the housing 
policies in favour of home ownership and the rise in property prices have lead to reinforce the 
attractiveness of building new houses in far suburban areas for a larger number of households 
belonging to the lower-middle class and/or ethnic minorities. In this paper, we will point out 
how this residential mobility generates adjustment regarding domestic economy to face new 
distances between workplace and place of residence. 
 
Three types of strategies can be distinguished, which are often mixed in reality. First, birth 
calendar can be modified so that women be on parental child-rearing leave and partly face the 
decrease of household resources. Secondly, some of them choose to work part-time or by 
night, or quit their jobs and start professional trainings to become nursery assistants, so that 
they can work from home. Thirdly, bi-active couples develop an informal exchange system 
with their neighbourhood (regarding baby-sitting or driving children to school). Moonlighting 
allows them to face the new economic pressures of ownership.  
 
In consequence, these changes in lifestyles generate tensions inside households, especially 
because women – usually in charge of everyday life – pay a higher price than men for the 
residential mobility. But these changes also generate tensions on the residential sphere due to 
the social and ethnic diversification of suburbanite areas. Indeed, diversity in standards of 
livings combined with geographical proximity reinforces conflicts on child-upbringing. For 
example, unequal capacity of households to adapt to this new way of life and to face financial 
difficulties raises debates on the place of children in private housing estate: while some 
children are left alone or unattended during day-time and play outside most of the time, others 
are looked after by their parents or nurses. Economic pressures sometimes reinforce racial 
tensions as well.  
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Housing systems and residential differentiation processes 
in Madrid 

 
Almudena MARTÍNEZ 

Campus de Somosaguas, s/n. 28223, Pozuelo de Alarcón, Madrid, Spain 
e-mail: a.martinez@cps.ucm.es 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Convergence perspectives have often claimed that the global economic changes have led to 
both residentially and spatially polarised cities (Sassen, S. 2001; Fainstein, S., et al, 1992). 
However, against this generalization, this paper emphasises the importance of the context in 
each society when explaining residential and spatial processes. Particularly, it focuses on both 
the housing system and the housing market as key factors that cause specific patterns of 
residential inequality and segregation. In order to prove that, the recent housing circumstances 
of Madrid´s inhabitants in relation to their social characteristics are analyzed: housing 
affordability, household tenure, housing conditions, household size and segregation indexes 
are some of the variables studied. 
 
The main conclusion is that there are specific socio-residential stratification processes that 
points out both the dualist rental system and the speculative land supply as main factors to 
take into account when studying social inequalities.  
 
 
Keywords: housing system, housing market, residential inequalities, segregation.    
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Analyzing the changes of spatial qualities in traditional Iranian 
houses and over viewing the possibility of reviving some lost 

qualities in contemporary Iranian houses 
 

Sima NABIZADEH 
Faculty of Architecture, Eastern Mediterranean University, Famagusta, Turkey, Mercin 10 

e-mail: Sima.nabizadeh@cc.emu.edu.tr 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Changing the lifestyle during the last 5 decades has transformed the meaning of 'house' and 
'habitation' into 'residential unit' and 'housing'. The change of lifestyle has almost affected all 
aspects of life such as ritual, political, social and economic features, as well as the manners of 
habitation. The transformation of spatial compositions in European houses was based in the 
gradual changes of social relations, while it had a lower race in comparison with housing in 
Iran. In addition, the process of industrialization and standardization penetrated into all 
aspects of lifestyle; in the way that occasionally their achievements took the place elements of 
the houses or moved in parallel with them and in some cases evolve them significantly.  
 
What happened in Iran was 'transforming' instead of 'reforming'. The necessary effort which 
did not occurred was to interfered in historical sites in order to change them in accordance 
with the new industrial achievements; And as a result, old houses in their historical contexts 
became the victims of new dimensions of urbanism. 
 
After the Islamic Revolution in Iran the quantities approach to the issue of housing and effort 
to supply insufficiencies on the one hand and profit- driven activities on the other hand 
resulted in ignoring human needs and architectural necessities. In fact housing has converted 
into a profit- making process. While, most of the residential units do not have any 
architectural values and essential qualities in order to provide people’s needs. 
 
The aim of this study is to identify spatial patterns of traditional houses in order to extract 
some architectural principles and mention some effort which has been done to coincide 
traditional rules with patterns of contemporary houses. 
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Quality of Home in Iran: 

The Mismatch between Design and Lifestyle 
 

Faezeh NABAVI 
University of Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

e-mail: Nabavi.faezeh@gmail.com 
 

Dr. GOH Ai Tee 
University of Malaya, 50603 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

e-mail: gohaitee@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
In Persian culture, position of family plays an important role in the design of the traditional 
home. However, most of the modern homes nowadays have become merely a physical shelter 
that lacks the socio-cultural meaning. This paper aims to investigate the specific elements of 
traditional and modern houses in Iran in order to map out its relationship and differences to 
the Persian lifestyle and its responsiveness to environment. The elements cover in this study 
includes room function, circulation, geometry, pattern and decoration. The architectural 
values in terms of socio-cultural and climatic responsive designs in traditional Persian home 
are highlighted in the paper. This paper reveals the mismatch between the design and lifestyle 
of modern home compared with the traditional home in Iran. This study has concluded with 
strategies that may be adopted in modern home design in Iran that may enhance the quality 
home design that response to climate and lifestyle of their users.   
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Middle class residential strategies and territorial foothold 
in « red » suburbs 

 
Lina RAAD 

32 rue de l’Ourcq, 75019 Paris, France 
e-mail: lina.raad@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
This article examines the strategies of middle class residents who are settling down in “red” 
blue-collar suburbs of Paris. The “red” suburbs are characterized by a high proportion of 
working-class members, high social-housing rates and have been run by communist councils 
for almost a century. Notably because of the rise in land and real-estate value, gentrification is 
now spreading from the center of Paris to the city’s outer perimeter, as well as to certain 
suburban areas.  
 
In Saint-Denis and Vitry-sur-Seine, the deteriorated old centers are being reinvested in by 
middle class residents. In these towns, the real-estate value is very low compared to the 
capital. However, middle class strategies are not limited to an economical choice. Moving 
outside of Paris allows them to combine central location and quality of housing. They choose 
to leave Paris proper to get better quality of housing – size, character, originality – and only if 
their new neighborhood is central. This includes proximity to Paris and easy access, but also a 
neighborhood rich in facilities, shops, cultural amenities and historical heritage. Moreover, 
middle class residents of “red” suburbs specifically seek working-class neighborhoods and 
value diversity and social mix. Although in some cases there is closeness between middle 
class and working-class residents, the residential diversity does not lead to a true social blend.  
 
What are the consequences of these residential strategies in terms of territorial foothold? Do 
middle class residents try to integrate into their town? In Saint-Denis, their daily practices and 
their investment in the neighborhood demonstrate that they are seeking a territorial foothold. 
In Vitry, the associative fabric and neighborhood life are less developed, which may explain 
the relative lesser involvement of middle class residents.  
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Ethnic neighborhoods in a Danish context 

 
Rikke SKOVGAARD CHRISTENSEN 

Ph.D.-student 
Danish Building Research Institute, AAU 

Dr. Neergaardsvej 15 
2970 Hørsholm 

e-mail: rsc@sbi.dk 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
During the last five years there has been an ongoing international debate about how to classify 
neighborhoods in relation to degree of segregation. At the core of this debate is the question 
of how to capture in a classification scheme the variation and diversity of neighborhoods that 
is the reality of many cities today. Yet it seems that this debate has had a limited impact on 
research in Denmark. Often classification is dichotomous in relation to segregation: a 
neighborhood is either ethnic or not, determined by whether the share of minorities in the 
neighborhood surpasses a set threshold value. The aim of this paper is to discuss the 
classification of neighborhoods in relation to segregation in a Danish context. From a 
theoretical point of view, what neighborhoods are we then interested in separating from each 
other? What variables or measures should we base a classification on in order to capture the 
relevant differences between neighborhoods? The theoretical discussion will be coupled with 
an empirical analysis of longitudinal register data from 1985 to 2008. The aim of this analysis 
will be to show what difference it makes for the picture we paint of ethnic segregation in 
Denmark whether we use one classification scheme or another: how many ethnic 
neighborhoods are there and how has the situation changed over the last 25 years? Is 
Denmark becoming more segregated? The paper will conclude in an attempt to determine the 
most fitting neighborhood classification for research on segregation in a Danish context: Is a 
threshold value enough or do we need something more elaborate in terms of for example a 
classification scheme? 
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Evolution of “Housing Identity” Since“Unité d'Habitation” 
 

Nima TALEBIAN 
Faculty of Architecture, Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 

Famagusta, Turkey, Mercin 10 
e-mail: Nima.talebian@cc.emu.edu.tr 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
What can be more essential than the need for “identity” for both human being and physical 
environment? Why dose ‘identity crisis’ happen in both people’s personalities’ and ‘built 
environment characters’?  
The aspects of ‘identity’ and ‘identity crisis’ have been argued in different disciplines of 
humanism, but the lack of similar researches and practical proposals in design based 
disciplines –Architecture, Urbanism and etc.–  is vivid from the existing image of the built 
environment in the developing countries of Middle East, especially in the housing 
environment. 
 
The focus of my studywould be ‘The roots of identity crisis in contemporary housing in Iran’. 
In order to achieve more identifiable housing projects we will need a clear definition of 
Concept “Housing Identity”. 
The first step in this research was proposing hypothesis about the ‘Identity of housing project, 
itself’, which had been completed by the author in 2010.After analyzing different kinds 
ofrelations between‘Housing’ and ‘Identity’, two possible approaches of this relation is 
explained. As a conclusion the meaning of the new concept “Housing Identity” by the means 
of identity of housing itself,is defined. 
In the second article which will be submitted for NHR conference, besides clarifying 
the“Construction, Elements and Variables of Housing Identity”, the evolution of the housing 
identity since Le Corbusier’s Unite d’Habitation is argued. 
The contemporary history of multifamily housing projects and the transformation of the 
identity of housing environment will be the main parts of the article. 
 
In the conclusion the main elements of the housing identity and changing approaches of this 
concept is defined mainly focusing on the housing experiences of European countries.   
Further researches will be focused on “Housing Identity Crisis”, and, at the end “Tactics and 
Approaches for Enhancing the Housing Identity”. 
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Researching Neighbourhood Effects on Youth: The Interplay 
between the Neighbourhood, Parenting and Personal Agency 

 
 

Kirsten VISSER 
Faculty of Geosciences, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands 

e-mail: kirstenvisser@geo.uu.nl 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
In the last decades attention is increasingly paid to the effects of growing up in a 
disadvantaged neighbourhood on social outcomes of youth. In most of these studies, however, 
the focus is on statistical relations between neighbourhood characteristics and social 
outcomes. Little attention is paid to processes such as the interplay between neighbourhood 
settings, parenting styles and strategies and personal agency of youth. In this paper I will 
argue that neighbourhood effect research on youth can be enriched in three ways. First, 
relating to the ideas of ‘children’s geographies’, an argument is made for looking at the use 
and interpretation of neighbourhood settings by youth themselves. Second, parental styles and 
strategies as both mediating and moderating factors between neighbourhood characteristics 
and social outcomes should be included. And finally, youth should be seen as active agents in 
shaping their encounters with different neighbourhood settings and in forming social 
networks.  
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The nexus between housing crisis and economic growth:  
the expatriates’ residential mobility and integration processes  

in Geneva 
 

Hossam ADLY 
PhD candidate, Laboratory of Urban Sociology, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 

http://lasur.epfl.ch 
e-mail: hossam.adly@epfl.ch 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
With its strong economic growth, the Geneva region is one of the most dynamic metropolitan 
area of Europe since it benefits from a stable job and new businesses creation and a high 
attractiveness for multinational companies. The region of Geneva welcomes thus a population 
of around 40'000 expatriates whose whose impact on the cosmopolitization of the urban space 
and lifestyles  consists in the gentrification of central areas. 
 
However, with an unchanged vacancy rate of 0,20 % since the year 2000, the housing crisis in 
Geneva has important social consequences such as suburbanisation and intensification of 
cross-bording commuter movements from the surrounding french suburbs, which host around 
20% of Swiss citizens, most of whom can’t afford a rent in Geneva. The aim of my paper is to 
analyse how expatriates’ processes of identification and integration to the city get influenced 
by housing issues, creating a strong distinction in social practice between « locals » and 
« expatriates ». Indeed, the expatriates get accused by public opinion and media to be 
responsible for creating housing inequalities and rent increase. 
 
Theorically we combine elements of market oriented and lifestyle-orientated approaches 
within a theoretical framework restituting the large arrays of ways people relate to the built 
environment and evaluate its qualities (through body experience, rational and social 
evaluation). Methodologically, we opted for a qualitative approach (i.e., in-depth interviews 
and participative observation), examining newcomers’ residential choices and integration in 
different geographical locations (central, suburban, periurban).  
 
My paper will address the nexus between housing crisis and economic growth in the light of 
the expatriates’ residential mobility and their integration processes. The expected results may 
allow the better understanding of how international migration affects the metropolitan 
dynamic and what could be the relationship between cosmopolitan newcomers, local 
inhabitants and their residential environment. 
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Active Aging in Intergenerational Age-friendly Community: 
Implementation to urban environment in Czech Republic 

 
Veronika BESTAKOVA 

Faculty of Architecture, Department of Design of Buildings 
Czech Technical University in Prague, Thakurova 9, 166 34, Prague 6, Czech Republic 

e-mail: machova@fa.cvut.cz 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
The concept of active aging in community is known as a „cohousing/senior cohousing“ 
around the world.  
The specific features of these intentional communities fit also into modern trends of the 
housing and care needs of older people. Aging in community could be considered as a 
sustainable alternative to institutions and to „aging in place“. 
There has not been implemented cohousing community in Czech Republic. This paper will 
analyse the possibilities, benefits and risks of implementation of the concept here. As a case 
study, the implementation in urban environment was chosen for two basic reasons: first, there 
are the highest percentage of seniors in the big cities; second, up to now study shows that the 
design of cohousing community could be easilly feasible in urban environment, for example a 
block of flats, than in rural or suburban environment because of the complicated site planning 
and current Czech legal framework. 
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 The implementation of railway-oriented development injunctions 
in local urban planning : can the urban sprawl trend be reversed? 

A case study of Toulouse urban area 
 

Juliette MAULAT 
CRIA, UMR CNRS Géographie-Cités 8504 
92 avenue de France 75648 Paris Cedex 13 

e-mail: juliettemaulat@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
The literature has emphasized the growing importance since the nineties of railway-oriented 
planning in Europe as part of the debate around sustainable development. In accordance with 
the recommandations of the European Union (White Book, 1990), official policy changes 
were embodied in France in the SRU law (2000) and the National Commitment for 
Environnement law (2010). These laws set out planning principles with regards to 
relationships between public transport, urban density and settlement location. The urban 
densification of areas within a comfortable walking distance of a transit stop intended to 
reduce both automobile dependance and green-fields consumption. These injunctions are now 
integrated in most of metropolitan planning of great french cities like Lille, Lyon or 
Strasbourg. However major doubts are raised by the literature about the implementation of 
transit-oriented development policies and the appropriateness of these norms, especially in 
suburban areas.  
 
Our communication standing in line for NHRDWS03 includes a contextual review about the 
diffusion of Transit-Oriented Development model in the french urban planning and presents 
the findings of a research led in the urban area of Toulouse. This research highlights the poor 
integration of these standards in the local urban planning despite the advocatings of the 
metropolitan planning (Schéma de Cohérence territoriale). This proposal will focus on the 
causes of the weak implementation of railway-oriented development policies which depends 
on the metropolitan governance, the partnership between the various actors involved and the 
urban contexts. This work is part of a PhD dealing with railway-oriented development in three 
french urban areas. 
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Anticipation of operational and local management constraints in 
urban renewal projects: a key for sustainability 

 
Violette O’ZOUX 

64 bd Edgar Quinet, 75014 Paris 
e-mail: violetteozoux@gmail.com 

 
Abstract 
 
The paradigm of sustainability keeps contributing to the success and influence of the “urban 
project” method in the contemporary way of (re)making cities. As demonstrated by theorists 
of the so-called “managerial revolution” (Garel, 2003), cross-disciplinary approach, 
interactivity and long-term thinking are its main objectives. They can be associated to the 
ambition of reducing all kinds of risks thanks to confidence building between stakeholders 
and to a constant reflexivity on the process (Bourdin, 2005; Beck, Giddens, Lash, 1994).  
Our main hypothesis is that the anticipation of operational and local management constraints 
should be the cornerstone of sustainable urban renewal projects. By « operational and local 
management constraints », we consider all steady interventions required for a 
neighbourhood’s development in the long-term (maintenance, security systems, urban 
services…). It can include either public or private operators. 
The project process itself might be modified to enable this anticipation. Indeed, all the 
components of the project management scheme are impacted: stakeholders, budget, schedule, 
evaluation criteria… 
Through examples taken in French public housing areas, we demonstrate the main role played 
by the anticipation of operational management processes in the durability of urban renewal 
projects (Bonetti, Bouvier, 2007). The question of their integration from the beginning of the 
process will be our main focus, notably in its contribution to the involvement of all the 
stakeholders, to the continued existence of the investments and, in the end to the inhabitants’ 
well being in an environment-protective context.  
While this role seems to be recognized by most of urban players, its implementation can be 
questioned: by the shift from a curative urban management to a preventive and proactive one, 
this is the renewed coordination between hard and soft planning strategies that is at stake. 
 
REFERENCES 
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Bonetti Michel, Bouvier Jean, 2007, « L’amélioration de la gestion urbaine : un enjeu majeur du développement 
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Towards a sustainable detach house: the constructeur’s answer? 
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Abstract 
 
 
INTRODUCTION What the French population opts for is detach houses (77% choose a 
private residence than a flat in a block (the collective housing) which represents 60% of the 
housing construction projects.  
The national governmental policies (RT 2012, RT 2010, BBC, Effinergie), being 
implemented nowadays and for the next decade, represent an emerging evolution in the field 
of housing policy. 
 
SUBJECT We are going to examine the transformation of the detached housing in three main 
constructors in France: I.G.C. (Gironde), Trecobat (Bretagne), Maisons CTVL (Loiret) in 
order to trace the evolution of the housing model that they propose. We are particularly going 
to examine the following parameters:  

- Volumetry - exterior planning 
- materials - equipment (VMC, heat pump, heating) 
- spatial organisation  

 
METHODOLOGY To do so, we are going to realise a comparative study of the housing 
models suggested by the construction companies, as well as conducting interviews with the 
companies’ employees. The aim is to understand the evolution of the policies and wherever 
possible foresee the future tendencies (national and European regulations).  
 
RESULTS This study hopes to allow further thinking concerning the implication of 
environmental parameters in the housing design policies of the detached housing. What is 
required is not only the transformation of the housing unit, but also the re-interpretation of its 
relation to the plot and its environmental space (localisation, orientation) and the relation 
between different plots, taking into consideration the local data and territorial strategies. It is 
up to the architect to imagine such modifications and orientate the actual housing model 
towards a sustainable direction: the private residence in its sustainable landscape. 
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Abstract 
 
 
In housing policies one of Italian, historical and present, unsolved crux is the rule of social 
housing. It doesn’t have financial resources and great properties too. Last years the central 
government didn’t relaunch the social housing availability and didn’t significant investments 
in this public policies field. For these reasons public social dwellings are assigned to the 
poorest and the neediest part of the population and it is stigmatized once more. Also the 
management model concurs to this depreciation process: actually it is within the scope of 
Regional companies and they are in crisis for different reasons. First, it’s hard to manage the 
spatial concentration of social discomfort that this disinvestiment approach generated. 
Second, the companies are losing moneys and the arrearage situations don’t help. There’s no 
financial resources able to do neither ordinary maintenances, nor extraordinary repairs, nor 
investments for new buildings. It happens that public authority hasn’t the capacity to 
intervene in some deterioration dwellings, it abandons and leaves them in disuse. There isn’t a 
reliable census of public empty proprieties, ma every city of middle size has its cases. Last 
year this list included ex school, or civic centre and similar building became obsolete.  
Actually in certain area of Italy some interesting experiences are developing in public 
property and in a few case are included in local planning of housing policies. It’s the case of 
the city of Rome, or Milan, and some others, and it concerns enterprises of self-renovations of 
public dwelling in disuse. This kind of processes are very different from a city contest to an 
other: they often are informal and spontaneous, grow out of fighting movement for the right 
to housing, or institutional and regulated by laws or public announcements. Often they apply 
bio-architecture experimentations to reduce environmental impact and energy wastage. This 
rehabilitation process involves both foreign and Italian inhabitants. Squatters or assignees, 
and the cooperative that they set, are the protagonist of these renovation processes and of new 
housing practices: taking care of public property, building their citizenship, not wasting 
public resources, generating inclusion processes, crossing urban sprawl dynamics, 
participating in developing of a more sustainable city.  
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Abstract 
 
 
Today, projects of sustainable neighborhoods, impelled by the State and local authorities, 
emerge in France. Attempting to model themselves on Northern Europe, these projects intend 
to apply the principles of sustainable development at the scale of neighbourhood.  
 
The analysis of these projects highlights a will to give a sense of responsibility to the 
inhabitants and a will to change their lifestyle through an experimentation of new living 
environments. The focus is on social diversity in connection with functional diversity in order 
to create a community life and reinforce social bond. The terms used to denote it reflect the 
social diversity’s presuppositions and expectations. In order to introduce my thesis research 
and first results I will start with these few observations. I will analyse social mixing in 
sustainable neighbourhoods, comparing with urban renewal projects. 
Implicitly, these projects aim to create pacified spaces founded on a programme with common 
values. These values are those shared by a new middle class, or “alternative class”, yearning 
for an alternative lifestyle, giving importance to social mixing, social bond and local 
community life. 
In these projects, social diversity is a “programmatic component.” Decision-makers play with 
the methods of financing, the status of occupation and the size of houses, betting it will create 
a social and generational diversity. Some projects are more ambitious. They include new 
spaces, new places and new technical devices which are expected to support social mixing 
and social relationships. Social mixing is often achieved by using urban tools, at the risk of 
preventing uses and lifestyles effective mix.  
This approach may underlie a regulation of values and standards. At last, the wish to 
empower inhabitants by entrusting a part of urban management to them creates both social 
control and a hierarchy between the inhabitants who have committed to that common and 
“sustainable” project and the one who haven’t. 
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Foreclosure Prevention Programs & Neighborhood Stabilization 
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Abstract 
 
The ongoing financial crisis has widespread effects internationally.  In the US, the impact on 
housing has been of particular concern.  More than 15% of American home mortgage-holders 
have missed payments.  Beyond the implications for individuals, neighborhoods and cities are 
experiencing swift and widespread change.  In extreme cases entire neighborhoods are being 
emptied and abandoned.   
To manage and slow these changes, various strategies have been developed at the federal, 
state, and local levels.  At the federal level these have included moratoriums, home purchase 
incentives, and mortgage loan modification programs.  On state and local level, foreclosure 
prevention programs seek to supplement & implement the federal mortgage loan modification 
programs.  Nationally, homeowners who receive foreclosure counseling are 1.6 times as 
likely to remain in their homes as those who do not (Mayer et al., 2009). 
Foreclosure prevention programs use collaboration to improve communication and resource 
organization in order to mitigate the problem of foreclosures and associated rapid 
neighborhood and regional change (Walsh, 2009).  This research is situated within a larger 
research plan, the overall goal of which is to trace through and characterize the relationships 
between various foreclosure prevention and mitigation programs, servicer decision-making, 
and neighborhood change. These relationships are of particular interest as one goal of 
foreclosure prevention and mitigation programs is to stabilize neighborhoods—and hence the 
housing market. 
This research will focus on the quantitative outcomes of the programs, particularly as they 
relate to neighborhood change and stability, or,  alternatively stated, the functioning of the 
housing market.  The research will examine which neighborhoods the programs were active 
in, and which were of particularly intensive focus,  examining the impacts of the programs 
through statistical and spatial analysis.  This will later be coupled with a qualitative 
examination of the workings of the programs, including municipal, advocacy, and financial 
actors in the analysis. 
References 
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Evolution of pro-poor housing practices: international trend and 
Bangladesh perspective 
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Abstract 
 
 
The rapid urbanization process in developing countries has heightened the crisis of 
employment, shelter provision and urban services. The increased number of urban population 
and lack of institutional capacity is causing urban poverty, which has resulted through 
inadequate housing and service provision. Bangladesh is not apart from this situation as well, 
while in Dhaka city one-third of population is living in slums and squatters. Recently around 
25 percent of Bangladesh’s population is living in urban areas and the projected urban 
population will be more than 40% by 2030. Taking into consideration the large portion of the 
population that is in need of housing and adequate provision of basic services, especially in 
developing countries like Bangladesh, highlights the importance and relevance of this paper 
to focus on understanding the evolution of pro-poor housing practices and processes to 
address the issue pro-poor housing in an inclusive approach. The pro-poor housing practices 
over the last few decades have been experimental followed by the ambitious government built 
public housing, self-help movement, aided self-help movement, slum upgrading, enabling 
approach and right now the holistic approach of development. However these programmes 
had limited success, as the programmes failed to consider the nature of urban poverty as well 
these approaches failed to understand the context. In this regard, this paper will be started by 
describing the trends of urban poverty and slums proliferation in cities of developing 
countries, and it will be followed by highlighting the impact of housing policy and its 
transformation for sheltering the urban poor. In addition to that the impact of neo-liberal 
policy for sheltering the urban poor will be also highlighted in this paper; as it has been noted 
widely in different literature that neo-liberal policies have reshaped the housing policies in 
developing countries including Bangladesh in the last couple of decades. Globally, over the 
years, a shift has been observed in the prominence of neo-liberal development strategies for 
promoting market based solution for housing the urban poor. The international and national 
policy makers have assumed this approach as a key tool for success, though it has been often 
defined as a myth by other experts. However, the myths and realities of neo-liberal housing 
policies remain unanswered in the current literature, which must figure out the comprehensive 
solution for the urban poor in Bangladesh. As the development efforts in Bangladesh are 
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always designed by following the guidelines of international agencies, it is essential to 
identify how the international policies have been transferred to the Bangladesh context. 
Considering the argument in this paper, the Bangladesh context will be analysed and matched 
with the international trend. Juxtaposing the international trend and the context of Bangladesh 
together, the possible policy options for pro-poor housing in Bangladesh will be explored.       
 
 
Research Method(s) used: This paper is based on the review of literature (including grey materials). In addition 
to that household interview findings will be also referred to in order to analyse the context of Bangladesh.  
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Abstract 
 
 
In this presentation I will explore the literature on home and homelessness with particular 
attention to research on citizenship, social inclusion and marginalisation. These broad areas of 
research are of particular interest to me in my proposed PhD research: examining the 
transition from chronic homelessness to becoming housed in Australia.  
Homelessness in Australia occurs against a backdrop of one of the highest rates of home 
ownership in the world. This is coupled with very low rates of publicly-funded housing and a 
contemporary housing affordability crisis. One relatively recent initiative in the area of 
housing for the homeless forms the basis of my PhD proposal. My research proposal is to 
interview tenants of a housing initiative that delivers subsidised housing and support to people 
who have spent at least eighteen months without a home. The environment at the housing site 
is highly regulated, all tenants are on government payments and all have support workers. 
There are two streams of tenants, one receiving high levels of support and the other receiving 
lower levels of support. The centre has been open for five years and has had a very low tenant 
turn-over rate. Does this mean that, in this program, people who have previously been 
chronically homeless have found a home? Do people experience a higher quality of 
citizenship or social inclusion? Or is something else at work?  
A critical revue and evaluation of the literature on home and homelessness will form the basis 
of my presentation, with particular attention to a comparison of Continental literature and that 
of the US, England and Australia. I hope to address some of the differences in the literature, 
including methodologies and findings, to develop a picture of meaningful comparisons 
between studies. 
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an answer to the crisis? 
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Abstract 
 
 
In a context of social and economic crisis, French Public Housing organizations have to deal 
with the growing poverty of most of their tenants. Therefore, they are more and more 
expected to play a social part supporting tenants throughout their social and economic 
difficulties. This role is not fundamentally new but takes a new direction with the discourse 
on tenants’ participation. Next to social workers, new jobs, linked to social development, 
appear. The speech about these professions focuses on group work and the development of 
projects. Original forms of cooperation are created: Public Housing organizations rely on 
social centers, prevention and cultural associations, but also on local authorities or consulting 
firms to assist them in these tasks. They organize new kinds of partnerships around specific 
objectives and redefine the game of actors within neighborhoods. Tenants are taken to task: 
Public Housing organizations, according to their own speech, act for the welfare of tenants 
but stress the essential tenants’ participation to complete these aims. They therefore 
encourage the creation of tenants associations. The quality procedures and the reference to the 
tenant as a customer are also part of this new discourse. Our communication standing in line 
one (NHRDWS01), will analyze the social, managerial and commercial discourse on 
participation thought as a way to change tenants lifestyle. This work is based on a research 
conducted as part of a PhD dealing with tenants’ participation in social housing in France. 
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The mayor, the developer and affordable housing in French local 
housing policies 
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Abstract 
 
 
At a time when controlling housing prices has become a national priority, usual policy 
analyses often lack insights on how national measures are implemented at the local level, 
which is the main issue at stake in formal and informal negotiations between developers and 
local representatives. By means of such practices, which border on illegality at times, they 
work together to elaborate housing programmes and then contribute to shape housing supply 
on local markets. 
 
While these negotiations are a long-standing tradition in France, focus on affordable housing 
and how it can be fostered trough private housing developments has only recently become a 
major point in these discussions. Over the last years appeared a few typical local 
configurations based on structured relationships between local authorities and private 
developers. Each of them were local responses to the national priority of providing affordable 
housing to low-income households. 
 
Our analysis aimed to assess the efficiency of these local configurations. Each of them have 
advantages and drawbacks, depending on major local variables like the housing market prices 
and above all the land prices and property structures. Several major flaws were pointed out. 
But the good practices highlighted in this study, mainly based on land market control, could 
help implementing future housing policies able to provide affordable housing in a very cost-
effective way.  
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Household and housing policy. Recent trends in:  
the case of Madrid. 

 
Antonio ECHAVES 

 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
The size of households and families in Spain has been decreasing over the past forty years 
(Requena 2001). This decrease in average household size has been also accompanied by 
major changes in family relations and ways of living. Although the nuclear family is the most 
predominant (differential model of family and home of the Southern European countries like 
Spain), the data show that alternative models to the nuclear family are becoming increasingly 
important, increasing housing needs. However, these trends (recent household trends and 
ways of living) are developed  in a political, social and economic conditions, not forgetting of 
course, the importance of residential context; hosing Policy and housing Market. Indeed, 
the extraordinary dominance of the homeowners system in Spain (Trilla,2001) is an element 
that can not be outside the dominant family model in Spain. 
So, the housing policy and market characteristics are understood as independent variables 
affect the lifestyles, specifically, residential behavior of different household types.  The 
vision that both agents have of the family ("the preponderance in our country of the traditional 
family") ignoring de dynamics of household cycle and demographic trends, affects the 
implementation of housing policies in Spain very specific and housing stocks whose 
characteristics are well known. 

 
 

Keywords: household, housing needs, housing policy, housing market.  
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Changes in Russian Housing Policy after the Crisis 2008 
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Abstract 
 
 
The paper will describe the main trends in Russian housing policy after 2008. Financial crisis 
brought serious changes in housing sphere: not only in housing behavior of the population 
and housing production, but also in public policy. 
 
The “Affordable and Comfortable Housing” national project, which had been realized from 
2007 to 2010, proved inefficient. All housing support programs were specialized only in 
supporting the owners of houses (and flats) as well as the future owners. But such housing 
policy could not mitigate the situation with lack of housing for millions of families who 
cannot afford to buy a house. 
 
Due to the crisis the solvent demand on housing has decreased considerably and the number 
of families, who had an opportunity to buy a house with the state’s support, 2 times 
decreased.  
 
The term of social housing is not specified in the Russian law, but according to the Housing 
Code (2005) social housing could be owned only by municipalities. However, after a mass 
privatization in the 90-s municipalities have only 15% of housing stock that is not enough to 
use the stock as social housing. 
 
As a result, the main challenge for public authorities now is preparation of a reasonable 
strategy for developing the new forms of rental and social housing in Russia: 

• State and municipal social houses • Municipal rental houses 
• Commercial social houses • Commercial rental houses  

 
In 2010, we can see great interest from the state institutions to rental housing in Russia, 
including serious discussion on social housing, new programs of “non-for-profit” housing 
projects, and creation of  the Russian Tenants Association. 
 
The questions of modern housing tenure as well as the role and place of rental housing stock 
along with its future are going to be within the key focus of discussion.  
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Abstract 
 
 
In the 1980’s, the growth of unemployment rate and job insecurity started having an impact 
on housing. People are confronted to various difficulties to get a house (public or private one) 
or to maintain their tenancy. In France, public stakeholders took measures to answer these 
problems: in 1990, the Besson law declared the housing right for all and instituted some new 
services to provide support to the homeless and promote their access to decent 
accommodation. Despite the initiatives taken in the 1990’s, accessing to housing is still a 
problem because of the persistence of economical and social difficulties in the 2000’s. 
Morevover, the housing French crisis makes the situation even worse. Affordable housing is 
insufficient and inadequate with regard to the social demand and needs. Shelter centres1 
absorb this mismatch between demand and supply – especially in the tightened regions like 
Ile de France. Shelter centres have become the house for the poorest; its temporary nature and 
its main objective – to help people moving on to a proper accommodation –  are, in this 
context, reappraisal. The 2008 crisis increased these tendencies.  
  
After 1990, 2007 is another turning point for French housing policies. The main goals of the 
new strategy are to reduce significantly the number of people sleeping rough. A key element 
of this approach is the implementation of the enforceability of the right to housing – 2007. 
This strategy is underpinned by a “housing first” approach – 2009.  
 
After analyzing the specific difficulties for homeless people to access to housing in Ile de 
France, and how shelter centres try to answer to these ones, we want to question the new 
“housing first” policy and its impact on the homeless view (both quantitatively and 
qualitatively) to move on to a house and a home2.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1These transitional accommodations aim to offer an intermediate step for six to eighteen months; term which allowed 
homeless people to recuperate sufficiently to move into more independent settings. 
2 We’ll base our study on interviews done with housing actors, shelter centres and homeless people.  
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Abstract 
 
 
In France, the sharing of responsibilities ensuing from the decentralization in the field of 
housing involves every local political level, while the state still has strong prerogatives. The 
Ile-de-France region appears to be an interesting case for examining this multilevel 
intervention and its consequences on the regulation of a tough housing market. How can 
policy makers regulate the housing market in this fragmented political context and improve 
the social housing distribution? Is the fragmented governance a hindrance to an efficient 
political response to housing issues? 
 
This paper will focus on the new distribution of roles and responsibilities regarding the 
housing policy in Ile-de-France. Although the housing governance in Ile-de-France has not 
been envisaged by the state differently than in the rest of the national territory, it will appear 
that this region actually shows some specificities. Indeed, the inter-municipal institutions face 
many difficulties to carry out ambitious local housing programs while cities want to keep 
legitimacy and power in the area of housing policy. Furthermore, the General councils of the 
French departments, responsible for social action by law, tend to have an extended role in 
their territories. Moreover, the Regional council is calling for more powers and wishes to lead 
local housing policy at the regional level. Finally, while the Greater Paris plan is presently 
debated being and the opposable right to housing bill has been passed, a new level of 
government is to be considered: the metropolitan area. 
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Abstract 
 
 
The author pays attention to the period from the polish accession to the European Union. The 
investors’ interest and bound to it development of housing investments after 2004 resulted in 
significant increase in number of apartments delivered. Article presents the structure of the 
building participate depending on investors (social housing, rent, private ) changes and 
proportions of these participants in the structure of the housing market. In recent years the 
most dominant investment groups are private investors – developers, then the apartments 
realized by Social Housing Societies and housing co-operatives. In fact state housing policy is 
restricted. The diversification of the investors groups according to the form and way of 
financing of the investment strengthened the competitiveness of the housing market and 
available offers.  
 
In 2004 there was 2021 apartments delivered, in 2006 – 4379 and in 2007 –3237 apartments. 
The annual number of flats delivered is still lower than the market demand, what’s more 
important, the relation of the apartments’ prices to the average wages makes them less 
affordable. The rising apartments’ prices caused the average size of flats according to the 
buying cost decreased in the recent years.  
 
The city authorities try to make the conditions for investments, making the local plans, but the 
investor chooses the more profitable solution. As the example we can point to the incoherence 
between the location of new investments and the areas for which the authorities have already 
made local plans to continuously manage the city’s space. Local plans are the only tool in the 
urban space planning which oblige the investor to realise the aims of the city’s spatial policy 
– including tidying up the spatial structure and making the residential environment more 
human-friendly. 
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Abstract 
 
 
In the contex of neoliberal economy, based on the pull factors of cities, municipalities 
conduce the capital to make investment on their urban areas and they also increase the land 
values in their provinces with the urban regeneration projects. For this reason, new 
neighbourhoods have been declaring as urban regeneration areas day by day. In this respect, 
the institutions which carry out these projects are being configured over again, and the actors 
of urban regeneration projects which are subjected to the effects of these projects constitute 
new resistance mechanisms against these projects. 
 
Due to the multiple influences of urban development in Istanbul, since 1980s, the city has 
been transformed and regeneration projects have become preferred tool of transforming the 
city. Therefore, lately squattering and relative to this regeneration act takes considerable part 
in urban politics. Moreover, these regeneration projects are being actualized by private and 
governmental actors and besides this, sometimes this regeneration act can be supported by 
international and national organizations.  
 
This research examines the role of local municipalities in the process of urban regeneration. 
Therefore, urban regeneration politics of the municipalities and impacts of these politics on 
social and physical patterns are aimed to be scrutinized in this research. The urban 
regeneration projects which have emerged as a result of this process will be examined based 
on seven local municipalities. These municipalities, which have different physical, social and 
political structures and have different types of projects, will be dealt with based on the 
interviews with the managers of the projects. As a result of the interviews, the urban 
regeneration policies of local municipalities have been scrutinized depending on the internal 
and external conceptions. 



New Housing Researchersʼ Colloquium 2011 – WS04 – 4 July, Toulouse 

	  

Access to Housing and Social Precariousness: The Spanish Case 
 

Daniel SORANDO 
Departamento de Sociología II, Facultad de Ciencias Políticas y Sociología, 

Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
Campus de Somosaguas 28223, Pozuelo de Alarcón- Madrid, Spain 

e-mail:d.sorando@cps.ucm.es 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
Recent years have been characterised by an extraordinary academic interest in issues related 
to urban and housing segregation. Most of the research in this field has focused on residential 
settlement practices of both the immigrants who arrived to European cities during the last 
decade and the different actors involved in the household cycle.  
 
However, in this paper it is argued that socioceconomic cleavages are still the most important 
factors in defining access to housing. In this regard, it is particularly attractive to deepen our 
knowledge about housing conditions of population exposed to the precariousness of labor and 
housing conditions. Traditionally, this part of urban societies has been indirectly displaced 
from the best types of housing by those with stronger resources. Since social inequality is 
growing in most western urban societies and a larger number of households find accessing to 
housing more difficult, it is crucial to understand the relationship between both processes.  
In this work we studied if Spanish cities were notable for the spatial concentration of people 
with similar socioeconomic background, in the beginning of the last decade. Moreover, we 
were interested in testing if this kind of segregation was connected to the concentration of 
specific types of housing in particular urban areas. A factorial and a cluster analysis, as well 
as a multiple linear regression model, were used to test our hypotheses. 
 
Results confirmed our hypotheses showing that there is a significative link between 
precariousness and housing exclusion.  
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Abstract 
 
 
As an effect of economic as well as social and climatic crises, the built environment has to be 
dealt with in a more flexible, efficient and democratic way. With the transition into denser 
and socially and functionally mixed urban landscapes there is a potential for new ties as well 
as tensions, and public spaces become crucial places for everyday activities, leisure/recreation 
and for encountering various groups of people. 
 
Densification of cities and of urban living challenges urban planning practices in terms of 
defining use and governance of public space. In order to achieve both social and functional 
interaction, communication and co-production between formal and informal processes is 
needed in strategy making and design as well as in implementation in the physical 
environment.  
 
Due to the economic crises in particular, many cities are provided with spatial gaps that are 
available for temporary functions and activities for an unknown period of time. These 
transitional spaces offer possibilities of exploring urban development concepts that could 
generate more activity and exchange between different groups of people. The paper discusses 
the phenomenon Zwischennutzung (transitional use in English) that has been used as a 
strategy for dealing with the complexity and uncertainty of transitional spaces in Berlin by 
opening up for new and potentially innovative development. It is part of a recently started 
PhD thesis at The Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) in Trondheim 
that will explore the effects of transitional use by case studies in Sweden, Germany and Great 
Brittan. 
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Abstract 
 
 
The last thirty years have witnessed major evolutions in the production of housing in France. 
The once highly interventionist State now targets macroeconomic objectives supporting the 
real estate sector and has thus transferred part of its former responsibilities to other actors 
(Aveline, 2008 ; Driant, 2008 ; Pollard, 2010). Taking advantage of a sweeping wave of 
financialization of urban production (Bosvieux, 2005 ; Renard, 2008) and of tax incentives 
designed to attract fresh investment in rental housing, property developers have also changed 
their strategies and practices. Last, local governments have been forced to enter into the 
financing of social housing and to play an increasing role in the local regulation of the private 
production of housing (Dupuy, 2010 ; Vilmin, 2010 ; Lanco, 2011).  
 
I argue that these evolutions define a new mode of production in housing, i.e. a relatively 
stable and coherent system of actors directly impacting contemporary dynamics of urban 
development. Following this hypothesis, the paper will first aim at analyzing the underlying 
logics of this new mode of production. It will then test the specific modalities of such a 
regime of urban production in varied case studies. The main results will show how a new type 
of property developers has emerged, how large cities and small and middle-size ones have 
differently responded to the ongoing changes, and how the material production of cities was 
directly impacted. 
 
This research was based on two types of data analysis. First, interviews with national experts 
and the use of existing reports have helped define key transformations in the industry. 
Second, I make use of the 5 monographs I carried out in the agglomeration of Lyon, St-
Etienne, Marseille, Rennes and la Réunion and complementary studies targeted on some 
smaller cities. 
 



   


